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P.O Box 1341, South Windsor, CT 06074 

www.swfoundation.org  
2024 - 2025  

Officers:  President – Janice Snyder     Vice President – Cile Decker     Secretary – Tim Fetzko     Treasurer – John Ruocco  
Board Members: Ralph Alexander, Scott Andrusis, Molly Keays (Honorary),    

Michael Mundo, Roy Normen; Daniel Rosow, Christine Sauer (Public Education Fund)  
Ex-Officio:  Dr. Kate Carter – Superintendent of Schools; Michael Maniscalco – Town Manager  

Emeritus Board Members – Cary Prague - Linc Streeter – Liza Love – Ray Favreau – Michael Blezard 
  

Proud member of the South Windsor Parks & Recreation Hall of Fame (2019) 
  

  
Our Mission Statement  

The South Windsor Community Foundation seeks to improve the quality of life in South  
Windsor for all residents of all ages by furthering the development of community-based 

programs and projects.  
  
The South Windsor Community Foundation, Inc. was founded by a dedicated group of prominent leaders in 
South Windsor who saw a need for a locally owned and controlled community foundation.  The Foundation 
was established in November 2003 and became an official 501(c)(3) organization in June 2004.  Our sources 
of financial support are donations from individuals and the business community, endowments-estates, 
fundraisers conducted in the community, contributions from civic organizations, grants from corporations, 
grants from other foundations, public funding/municipal grants.  
  
REMEMBER, your contribution to Rays of Hope will only be used HERE– in South 
Windsor AND the South Windsor Community Foundation does NOT charge 
administrative fees to our Fiduciary partners. Our Board of Directors donate all their 
efforts, energies, and expertise free of charge to our fiduciaries and grant recipients.  

Only modest expenses for mailing our annual appeal and operating the Foundation are used from the Rays of Hope fund.   
 

LIKE US on FACEBOOK under South Windsor Community Foundation, Inc.  
  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE at www.swfoundation.org for information, resources, 
forms, and updates  

  
THANKS TO YOUR GENEROSITY AND KIND CONTRIBUTIONS, the South Windsor  

Community Foundation, Inc. Rays of Hope Fund, has donated over $162,000 DIRECTLY to 
local civic and non-profit organizations along with financial and organizational support.  

  
We were proud to keep Michael Blezard associated with the Foundation as we changed his 
status from Board Member to Emeritus.  Mike is crucial to our operations with regard to our 
IRS status filings and regulations and keeps us well advised on all aspects of our non-profit 
status.   
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OUR 2024-25 “Rays of Hope” GRANTS  

 
  

The Rays of Hope Fund distributed grants for over $9,600.00. See the recipients and their plans for 
the grants below:  
 
South Windsor Human Services:  Funds to purchase a wheelchair lift equipped minivan; Support 
the “CARES” group which is an activity, recreation, exercise and socialization program for South 
Windsor residents over sixty; Funding for the 12th Annual Reading in the Schools Program 
delivered by senior citizens who read at all four elementary schools and purchase the books they 
read for the Elementary School classrooms and Libraries.  Learn more about their projects and 
programs at:  https://www.southwindsor-ct.gov/human-services 
 

 
 
  
 South Windsor High School: Provided funding for Science Olympiad Program to expand the 
team size. This program promotes support for aspiring scientists and engineers of South Windsor 
High School and allows them to pursue bold endeavors in the journey to spread STEM 
opportunities to more students as they continue to work toward becoming a nationally-ranked 
science Olympiad team; Funding assistance for their Multi-Cultural Fair held by the Interact Club in 
which students share foods and display and communicates information pertinent to their cultural 
backgrounds.  Check out the High School at:  https://highschool.southwindsorschools.org/ 
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OUR 2024-25 “Rays of Hope” GRANTS  

 
 

 
South Windsor Historical Society: Cost for wall-to-wall carpet for the 
basement of the Pleasant Valley Schoolhouse.  This will help provide a 
warmer, quieter and well-organized area for the administrative and 
archival operations at the schoolhouse. Learn more about the 
Schoolhouse and South Windsor’s significantly rich history at:   
https://www.southwindsorhistory.org/ 
 

 
 
South Windsor Cultural Arts: Sponsor for 7 high quality classical concerts free of charge to the 
public. These concerts are held at the Evergreen Crossing Retirement Community Theater.  This 
allows a wide variety of low income and disabled individuals and families as well as people with 
limited ability to travel the opportunity to enjoy live performances with educational commentary and 
a chance to meet the artists. The 25/26 programs begin in September 2025 and continue through 
April 2026. The performances are: The Calisto String Quartet; Violinist SooBeen Li; Pianist Daria 
Van Den Berchken; Cellist Jonathan Swenson; Pianist Wynona Wang; Shelest Piano Duo; and the 
Hermitage Trio.  Check out their schedule at https://www.facebook.com/SouthWindsorCulturalArts/ 
 

 
 
 
Mazolu Animal Sanctuary: Funding for Cari-Lite portable mini corrals for the Donkeys and Goats.  
Allows easy set up at fairs and events for the Donkeys and Goats to be properly and safely contained 
for all to enjoy and experience at close range.  These portable pens also allow the animals to 
“naturally mow” certain areas as they graze. Mazolu is always looking for volunteers who “LOVE 
ANIMALS” and enjoy helping these adorable creatures.  Check them out at:  http://mazolu.com 
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OUR FIDUCIARY ACTIVITIES THIS YEAR 

    
 

South Windsor Veterans Banner Program – Established in 2020 
 
This year the Veterans Banner Fiduciary Program which was founded by our own South Windsor 
Timothy Edwards 6th grade student Mihika Joshi back in February 2020 has a name change.  Now 
at South Windsor High School, Mihika and the Patriotic Commission have decided to broaden their 
mission to also honor those South Windsor residents who have served in the past, those currently 
serving and those who have chosen to serve our nation in the future.  This Fiduciary was renamed 
to The Banner/Military Affairs Program in March 2025 to support the revised mission. The South 
Windsor Community Foundation Board of Directors worked with Mihika the Patriotic Commission to 
properly secure this change.  Learn more at: https://www.southwindsor-ct.gov/patriotic-commission 
 

   

   
 
The South Windsor Community Foundation, Inc. would like to give a BIG THANK YOU to some 
extra special community members for their continued support: 
 
The MAX CHALLENGE – Kim Lachapelle continues her energetic dedication to 
healthy habits.  The MAX CHALLENGE has been hosting Fundraisers for 8 
years contributing over $100,000 directly into our community to the Food and 
Fuel Bank and our Parks & Recreation Department for healthy lifestyle projects.  
 
The SOUTH WINDSOR PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT – Molly Keays and the entire 
dedicated and energized staff continually support the Foundation. Their contributions to our 
community are ENDLESS! 
 
 
Our Rays of Hope Fund goal is $20,000.  We need your help to continue to support our 
community.  Contributions can be made to the Foundation in many quick, easy, and traditional ways.  
There continues to be many needs right here at home in your local community and your donation 
will not be subject to overhead or administrative fees.  
  
Ø Contribute through our Website:  www.swfoundation.org   
Ø Mail your contribution to: SWCF- Rays of Hope, PO Box 1341, South 

Windsor, CT 06074  
Ø Scan our QR Code with your smartphone 


